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employment, now engrossed by men, for such of their daughters
as would then be exactly in the same predicament as their sons
now are. Who, for instance, would lay by money to set up his sons
in trade; give premiums, and in part maintain them through a
long apprenticeship; or, which men of moderate incomes frequently
do," strain every nerve in order to bring them up to a learned
profession; if it were in a very high degree probable that, by the
time they were twenty years of age, they would be taken from this
trade 01 profession, and maintained during the remainder of their
lives by the person whom they should marry. Yet this is pre-
cisely the situation in which every parent, whose income does not
very much exceed the moderate, is placed with respect to his
daughters.

Even where boys have gone through a laborious education,
superinducing habits of steady attention, accompanied with the
entire conviction that the business which they learn is to be the
source of their future distinction, may it not be affirmed that the
persevering industry required to accomplish this desirable end
causes many a hard struggle in the minds of young men, even
of the most hopeful disposition ? What then must be the dis-
advantages under which a very young woman is placed who is
required to learn a trade, from which she can never expect to reap
any profit, but at the expence of losing that place in society, to the
possession of which she may reasonably look forward, inasmuch
as it is by far the most common lot, namely, the condition of a
happy English wife ?

As I desire to offer nothing to the consideration of your readers
but what, at least as far as my own observation goes, I consider
as truths confirmed by experience, I will only say that, were I to
follow the bent of my own speculative opinion, I should be inclined
to persuade every female over whom I hoped to have any influence
to contribute all the assistance in her power to those of her own
sex who may need it, in the employments they at present occupy,
rather than to force them into situations now filled wholly by men.
With the mere exception of the profits which they have a right
to derive from their needle, I would take nothing from the industry
of man which he already possesses.

" A penny saved is a penny earned," is a maxim not true, unless
the penny be saved in the same time in which it might have been
earned. I, who have known what it is to work for money earned,
have since had much experience in working for money saved; and
I consider, from the closest calculation I can make, that a penny
saved in that way bears about a true proportion to a farthing
earned. I am no advocate for women, who do not depend on
themselves for a subsistence, proposing to themselves to earn